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How Your Property Tax is Calculated 

Below is an example of a homeowner who lives in Grand Junction, whose home has 
an Actual Value (as determined by the Mesa County Assessor) of $200,000 and a  
related mill levy of 62.26. 

Mesa County  
$230  

(23.2%) 

Mesa County 
Road & Bridge  

$3.50        
(0.4%) 

City of Grand 
Junction  $127 

 (12.8%) 

Municipalities 
Road & Bridge 

$3.50             
(0.4%) 

Colorado 
River District  

$3           
(0.3%) 

Mesa County 
Library  $48  

(4.8%) 

Due to statutory restrictions on Mill Levy (including Taxpayer Bill of Rights), Mesa 
County’s Mill Levy decreases as Assessed Valuation increases. 

Based on the calculation above, this homeowner would pay $991 in total prop-
erty taxes, of which Mesa County would receive $233.50 or 23.6% of the total 

property tax collected. 

School  

District 51 

 $576  

(58.1%) 

Assessed Valuation and Base Mill Levy
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Market Value X Assessment Ratio = Assessed Value X Mills

$200,000 X 7.96% = $15,920 X 0.06226



A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b y  Ou t c o m e A r ea 

MESA COUNTY MESA COUNTY MESA COUNTY    
2009 B UDGET SUMMA RY2009 B UDGET SUMMA RY2009 B UDGET SUMMA RY   

Net Revenues  & Fund Balance = $155,035,745 

���The 2009 Budget is focused on five outcome areas that were identified during the 
2007 strategic planning process.  The Budget is aligned with Mesa County’s mis-
sion:  “ In partnership with citizens, Mesa County will maintain and enhance 
quality of life by effectively providing community services that ensure public 
health, safety, and wellbeing in a transparent and equitable way.“   Mesa 
County’s 2009 Budget is a fiscally responsible plan with appropriations balanced 
with revenues and the use of accumulated fund balance.  The 2009 Budget has a 
zero (0) net increase in FTE’s (full time equivalent employees). 

 

ECONOMIC VITALITY 

“ I want Mesa County to have a variety of industries that will promote a healthy 
economy.”  

   The desired outcome is to promote economic vitality throughout Mesa County by 
strengthening community partnerships offering employers a qualified workforce, 
focusing on new businesses relocating to Mesa County while assisting in retention 
and expansion of existing businesses. 9 percent of Mesa County’s appropriations 
promote economic vitality.  These appropriations include $7,884,052 for Workforce 
Center programs, $659,308 for agricultural programs, $845,287 for economic pro-
grams, $67,591 for recreational programs, and $4,731,021 for capital projects.  
There are no new FTE’s in Economic Vitality.    

Appropriation:  $14,187,259   23.17 FTE’s     Cost per citizen per day:  27¢ Total Net Appropriations = $155,035,745 

WELL PLANNED AND DEVELOPED COMMUNITIES 

 “ I want plans and infrastructure that maintain and enhance the quality of life in 
the face of growth.”  

   32 percent of Mesa County appropriations support well planned and developed 
communities.  These appropriations include: $2,806,672 for Land Use Planning and 
Code Enforcement, $1,541,439 for building inspection, $5,890,570 for Solid Waste 
Management, $4,342,273 for Grand Valley Transit, Regional Transportation Planning 
and Traffic Services, and $24,707,957 for operations and capital projects that main-
tain and improve the transportation infrastructure in Mesa County.  Capital projects 
include  a new transfer station for Grand Valley Transit, ongoing improvements of the 
Riverfront Trail, the construction of a viaduct to connect I-70B and 29 Road, and other 
infrastructure projects.  Other appropriations are for Facilities & Parks and the Mu-
seum of the West.   There are 2.5 new FTE’s in this outcome area. 

Appropriation:  $48,094,911        143.39 FTE’s        Cost per citizen per day:  91¢     
 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

“ I want to feel safe anytime, anywhere in Mesa County.”  

   Public Safety programs make up 26 percent of Mesa County’s appropriations.  
These appropriations include: $25,025,944 in the Sheriff’s Office for law enforcement, 
detention, and alternative sentencing programs, $3,756,091 for the District Attorney’s 
Office , $5,623,749 for Criminal Justice Services, and $3,066,572 for capital projects.  
Other appropriations are for Emergency Management, Partners, Hilltop Mediation 
Services and Animal Services.  There are 3.25 new FTE’s in Public Safety.    

Appropriation:  $39,116,544       374.45 FTE’s    Cost per citizen per day:  74¢ 
 

HEALTHY & SUCCESSFUL CITIZENS 

“ I want a community where citizens of all ages can be healthy and successful.”  

   The promotion of healthy and successful citizens makes up 19 percent of appropria-
tions. These appropriations include: $17,075,564 for Human Services programs, 
$7,595,299 for Health Department programs, $750,000 for the developmentally dis-
abled through Mesa Developmental Services and $1,465,251 for capital projects such 
as the continued improvement of Fairgrounds infrastructure.  Other appropriations are 
for the Fair Board, Animal Services and the Coroner.  There is a decrease of 6.75 
FTE’s in Healthy & Successful Citizens. 

Appropriation:  $27,728,135      295.27 FTE’s     Cost per citizen per day:  52¢ 
 

WELL MANAGED PUBLIC RESOURCES 

 “ I want Mesa County to have well managed resources.”  

   14 percent of appropriations are to provide well managed resources for Mesa 
County citizens.  Appropriations include:  $307,556 for the Board of County Commis-
sioners, $2,317,931 for the Clerk and Recorder’s Office, $2,247,373 for the Asses-
sor’s Office, and $652,749 for the Treasurer’s Office.  These appropriations also sup-
port services such as Information Technology, Finance, County Administration, the 
County Attorney’s Office, Facilities, Fairgrounds and Human Resources. There is 1 
new FTE in this outcome area. 

Appropriation:  $20,483,069      192.35 FTE’s     Cost per citizen per day:  39¢ 

 

OTHER APPROPRIATIONS 

   Other appropriations of $5,425,827 include Debt Services, Insurance costs, Trans-
portation Impact, Surveyor, and the Public Trustee.  Internal Services functions and 
interdepartmental transfers are not included in the net appropriations of 
$155,035,745. 
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2009 Appropriations by Critical Issue/Outcome Area

PUBLIC SAFETY
26%

HEALTHY & 
SUCCESSFUL 

CITIZENS
19%

ECONOMIC 
VITALITY

9%

WELL-MANAGED 
PUBLIC 

RESOURCES
14%

WELL-PLANNED 
& DEVELOPED 
COMMUNITIES

32%

2009 Revenue Sources

Intergovernment
$49,810,325 

Charges for 
Services

$10,772,613 

Use of Fund 
Balance

$8,817,860 

Other
$2,758,682 Fees

$4,496,774 

Interest
$1,137,146 

Licenses & 
Permits

$2,009,954 

Highway User's 
Tax

$6,203,204 

Sales & Use Tax
$37,177,875 

Specific 
Ownership
$4,085,958 

Property Taxes
$27,765,354 


