Spring 2021

Hazardous Waste Happenings
Spring has sprung, and with it the anticipation of a bustling season at the Mesa County Hazardous Waste Collection Facility
(HWCF). Serving over 150,000 residents, the HWCF is celebrating its 21st year of providing responsible, safe, and compliant disposal of your household chemical and electronic waste. Mesa
County’s HWCF is one of only eight permanent household hazardous waste facilities in Colorado! Over the last 21 years, the HWCF
has ensured the proper disposal of over 6.5 million pounds of hazardous waste. Keeping these dangerous chemicals out of the environment secures the health of our communities and our open
spaces for generations to come.
With 8 billion people calling Earth home, creating a cleaner, more
sustainable environment can sound like a daunting task. However, when individuals, groups, and community partners start taking action, we can positively impact our environment. If you are

“GOING GREEN”
IN THE GRAND VALLEY
Going Green is a monthly radio show
on KAFM 88.1 “Community Affairs”
that offers tips to increase our individual contributions to environmental
health and quality of life in the Grand
Valley.
For over a year we’ve talked with local
professionals about topics like trail
maintenance, riparian restoration,
insect management, responsible riverrunning, composting, illegal dumping,
wildfire prevention, recycling, volunteer events, and more!
Guests have shared simple ways to
practice going “green” such as carpooling or biking to work, fixing broken lawn sprinklers, and bringing
their own reusable “doggy bag” containers to restaurants for their leftovers.
It’s fun and easy to support our local
organizations that help keep our valley
a “Grand” place to live!
Podcasts of past shows can be found at
kafmradio.org. Tune in each month as
we keep “Going Green”!

new to the area or want to learn about our great partners in environmental stewardship, check out our monthly radio show/
podcast “Going Green” on KAFM.
While you’re working on your “honey-do” list, swing by to check
out our material re-use area to pick up free, partially used products like wood stain, pool chemicals, and weed killer. This popular
program is just one of the many ways we are able to reduce our
cumulative waste disposal.
We look forward to seeing more of YOU out and about as COVID19 restrictions lift. Whether you’re moving in or away, remodeling, or cleaning out your old shed, we offer safe, simple disposal of
your household chemicals and electronic waste. Items like cleaners, paints, lawn chemicals, automotive fluids, batteries, bulbs,
and more are free to drop off every Thursday-Saturday, all year
long. (E-waste is $0.65/lb).

Guy walks into a hazardous waste facility...
At the Mesa County Hazardous Waste Collection Facility we regularly receive unlabeled or unknown chemicals. Serving a rural agricultural community, sometimes
we are surprised by what our residents have been storing in their sheds!
On one such occasion, a resident came to our facility with a very old ceramic bottle
wrapped up and covered. He told us that the bottle came from his uncle, and he
thought the bottle contained sulfur mustard, also known as mustard gas! We were
terrified by the thought of someone having mustard gas stored in their house for
many years, not to mention the danger it posed to the young man bringing it to us
and the employees now dealing with it.
We considered for a long time how best to proceed with handling this unknown
chemical. We needed to make sure this mixture was packed, shipped off, and disposed of properly. We knew we needed to identify this unknown chemical and
verify if it truly was sulfur mustard. We also knew that whatever this chemical was,
it could not be shipped in the ceramic jug, and we would have to transfer the contents into a suitable shipping container.
Luckily, our disposal vendor is an expert on all things hazardous, and he was planning a site visit soon. In the meantime, we stored the bottle in a flam cabinet in our
chemical processing building. When the vendor arrived, we took numerous safety
precautions and held our breath as we proceeded to carefully open the jug. With
hearts pounding and sweat dripping down our brows, we were shocked to see that
when we had opened the bottle, it was completely empty! We all had to laugh! It
was a great comedic relief to all of us that this supposed chemical (and the story)
was just hot air.
*************
If YOU come across an unknown or unusual chemical in your home please give us a call and
we can help: (970) 256-9543. Keep yourself, your family, and our environment safe by storing household chemicals away from food, upright in original/labeled, leak-proof containers,
and protected from extreme weather and fire hazards.

HONEY-DO’S & DON’TS
FOR HAZARDOUS WASTE
Honey-Do List:
-stain the fence
-change the oil
-spray the weeds
-fertilize the garden
-change the fire alarm battery
-clean the pool
-gas up the lawn mower
-follow these tips for home chemicals
DO
*Read the directions for safe use.
*Store chemicals in labeled, leak-proof
containers protected from weather &
sun.
*Keep children away from all chemical
storage areas.
Mixing your old latex paint to use as a cover product for the landfill keeps trash from blowing
away AND now earns funding for the Hazardous Waste Collection Facility operations.

LIFE OF PI PAINT
Who would have thought a product as mundane as wall paint could undergo such an
exciting existence?
From the moment we are born, great care goes into selecting that perfect shade for life's
big moments. Whether you are painting your baby-to-be's nursery, bringing new hope
to an old hope-chest, turning a house into a home, or revitalizing a small business, your
connection to that moment can come down to the littlest details like paint. If it seems
the influence that paint has on our lives has been taken for granted, fear not, for we can
now show paint how much we care.
Mesa County is excited to announce our partnership with PaintCare, a national, nonprofit organization that operates paint recycling programs in participating states across
the United States. Through collaborations with collection sites like ours, PaintCare facilitates gathering unused/left-over house paints, stains, and varnishes from drop-off sites
and transfers them to specialized recycling facilities. These recycling processors can
utilize latex-based paint as the raw material to manufacture new paint products. From
there, some companies may package these items for retail sale. Oil-based paints and
stains are put to use as an alternative fuel for various incineration processes.
As a PaintCare partner, Mesa County saves on the disposal cost for these items and
EARNS money for any paint that we find an alternative use for. This means that our
award-winning process of utilizing old latex paint as the landfill's "alternative daily cover" and any paint that customers pick up through our materials re-use program, now
brings additional funds for our hazardous waste program. Ultimately, this helps keep
your disposal fees low and our operations running smoothly. Where does this funding
come from, you ask? In 2014 Colorado implemented a recycling fee on new paint sales
that funds the PaintCare program.
Next time you're at the hardware store, take a minute to study the shelves in the paint
aisle. You may be surprised to find that many of our local retailers sell several brands of
recycled paint and they are PaintCare partners too! Consider purchasing a gallon or two
of recycled paint and realize a simple way to reduce, reuse, and recycle as you bring
color and meaning to the special moments in your life.
For more information about PaintCare, paint recycling, and where you can drop off
your old paint for free, give us a call or visit paintcare.org.

*Routinely check containers for damage
and leaks.
*Consider alternative recycling or disposal methods: donate paint to a church or
school, take lead-acid batteries and
drained oil filters to a metals recycler,
spray the neighbor’s weeds to use up the
last of your pesticide (ask first!).
*Bring ALL unused/leftover or old
household chemicals, batteries, bulbs,
sharps, and electronic waste to the Hazardous Waste Collection Facility.
*Transport chemicals safely and secure
your load for the trip.
*Call ahead before bringing any
questionable or concerning items.
DO NOT
*Store chemicals in areas where food is
stored.
*Mix different chemicals together.
*Leave chemicals outside - sun and
water degrade containers and can cause
them to break and leak.
*Pour chemicals down the drain or throw
them in your trash.
*Guess the contents of a container. Err
on the side of caution and bring any
unknown chemicals to us.

***********
Mesa County Hazardous Waste
Collection Facility
3071 Hwy 50
Grand Junction, CO 81503
(970)256-9543
www.mesacounty.us/swm

